SAGT Fieldtrip and Familiarisation Visit to Morocco April 2011
Following the announcement of a possible SAGT fieldtrip to Morocco in April 2011, I received many encouraging expressions of interest.  I have therefore gone ahead and negotiated a provisional itinerary and costings with Rayburn Tours for a wonderful 8 day (7 night) trip, scheduled for the Easter holidays in 2011
Day 1 (Saturday 9th April 2010): 

Depart Manchester or other ‘northern’ airport. 

Arrive in Marrakech for a two night stay. Our group will stay in half board accommodation at the 3 star Hotel Majorelle (or similar).  The group will be accommodated in twin and triple rooms with private facilities, air conditioning and TV.  Please note that all accommodation on this tour is half board.
Marrakesh is vibrant, colourful and fascinating. In some ways it is a modern city whilst in other ways it shows much evidence of its traditional past. The Medina (the Old Town), inside the old city walls, is a fascinating area of narrow streets and traditional buildings To explore this area with your City Guide (included in this quote) is guaranteed to leave a lasting impression. To wander through the souks, to look, touch (and perhaps even being brave enough to haggle and buy!) is a fun experience. The Koutoubia Mosque and its minaret is an impressive building; to hear the mullah calling the faithful to prayer, five times a day, adds to the depth of your tour’s experiences. At night, the Jemaa el-Fna Square is the place to spend some time, watching dancers, snake charmers, drummers and all manner of street theatre.

Day 2: (10th April) 

We will spend a day in the village of Douar Oulad Elgern on the Marrakech Plain experiencing  the life of a nomad. Here you will have the opportunity to engage with the daily activities of a very real and extremely friendly Berber community in order to understand their way of life, participate in various activities and to gain strong understanding and empathy with the workings of a Berber community.

Day 3: (11th April)
We will leave Marrakesh and cross the High Atlas following a wonderful route to the Tizi-n-Tichka Pass at a height of 2,260m. This fold mountain range is startling in its scale and awesome in its grandeur. Communities cling to mountain sides as they have for centuries. Wherever water is available, small irrigated plots offer agricultural possibilities in an area that is otherwise very spectacular but essentially arid, bare rock. The service centre of Taddert is passed through (always a place of much life, colour and numerous fascinating activities) before passing over the watershed and down to Ouarzazate, our “oasis” for the night. 
Whilst in Ouarzazate (having crossed the High Atlas on our outward journey and on our return from the

Sahara), our group will be accommodated in the new Hotel Ibis (or similar). The  group will be accommodated

in twin rooms with private facilities, air conditioning, TV and telephone. The swimming pool at the Ibis in

Ouarzazate is an impressive and most welcome recent addition to the hotel.

Day 4: (12th April)
After spending a night in Ouarzazate, the following day will take us out along the Dadès Valley and to the Todra

Gorge. We will now be in a very arid semi desert landscape with nomadic farmers herding sheep and goats and oases where water from rivers and wells allows date palmeraies to thrive: green islands amongst the pale fawns and pinks of the stunning landscapes of plateaux, escarpments, buttes and mesas. The Todra Gorge is a 300m high and 10m wide water cut canyon the result of the action of the Dadès River through red stained limestone and is the furthermost outward point of the day’s journey. To walk between the towering rock walls is very impressive, and a great experience. 

Overnight accommodation will be in the vicinity of Tinerhir at the mouth of the Todra Gorge.  The group will be accommodated in the 4 star Hotel Kenzi Bougafer (or similar). Rooms can be multi-bedded or twins, all with private facilities, air-conditioning, TV and telephone.

Day 5: (13th April)
We  will now travel on to the edge of the Sahara. Our journey will take us into ever sandier landscapes, passing sand dunes, artesian wells and nomadic pastoralists, this time herding camels. A visit to a fossil preparation factory is a possible option today. On arrival at Merzouga (our overnight stop), we will be at the very edge of the Sahara. Here you will see Erg Chebbi, an enormous 35 square mile classic “sand sea”. The sand dunes are hundreds of metres high.  This is the Sahara as everyone imagines it to be! Our  overnight stop here will be in a hotel in the Sahara after a 1/1½ hour camel ride into the desert.  An evening under the star constellations is totally magnificent, only to be rivaled, perhaps, by the sight of the sunrise over the desert.

Whilst in Merzouga, the group will stay in the boutique-style Dar el Janoub Hotel (or similar). With impressive air-conditioned rooms in true Moroccan style and views of the Erg Chebbi dunes fromthe terrace (ideal for stargazing!), your night in the desert will be unforgettable. Please refer to the website: www.dareljanoub.com .
Day 6: (14th April)
The following morning, after our time in the Sahara, we will begin to return westwards, in the direction of

Marrakech. The journey today takes a very different route to the outward journey to allow even more new

Moroccan experiences to be enjoyed. Today we travel along the edge of the Sahara, with the Jebel Ougnat and

Jebel Sarhro mountains to the north. A visit to a Moroccan trading centre/carpet outlet is a good possible option

today and a traditional lunch in the Gazelle du Sud restaurant in Alnif is a memorable experience. The journey will continue to excite with new sights and experiences; between Agdz and Ouarzazate, as you climb up and over the Tizi-n-Tinififft Pass (1,660m), a stop can be made to overlook an impressive water-carved canyon. It has a water polished, bare rock floor, vertical rock walls and wonderful incised meanders. Overnight will be in Ouarzazate once again.

Day 7: (15th April)
Before returning to Marrakech,  we may wish to visit the Ouarzazate Kasbah or the Atlas Corporation Film Studios. However, a major highlight would be a stop at the world renowned Aït Benhaddou Kasbah, an ancient fortress and World Heritage Site. On the other hand, depending on flight times, we may decide
simply to return up and over the Tizi-n-Tichka Pass to Marrakech as speedily as possible (for a final visit to

the Jemaa el-Fna and a bit of haggling in the souks!).

Day 8: (16th April)
Depart Marrakesh and return to UK.
I will undertake all organization and administration for this tour and will be joined in Morocco by Ian Hardie of Rayburn Tours who will be our field guide.  Ian, as many of you will know, is a former PT of Geography at Mackie Academy and was our fieldguide for the very successful SAGT trip to Iceland last summer. 

If you would like to get a more visual impression of the proposed tour, might I suggest that you enter any of the destinations quoted above into the search box on Flickr  http://www.flickr.com .  Alternatively, you could enable the Panoramio photo layer in Google Earth and feast your eyes that way.  
The total cost of the tour described above will be in the region of £800. Flights have not yet been reserved as the flight schedules for Easter 2011 have not been published. A generous £200 has been included in the quotation for flights. If this rate increases/decreases at the time we book, the tour price will increase/decrease accordingly (but Rayburn will discuss this with me before reconfirming arrangements). Rayburn have asked us to bear in mind that flights from a London airport may be the best option for the group in order to fit the current budget.
The tour price does not include the following :

· Transfers to and from the UK airport

· Travel insurance

· Lunch each day (meals are cheap in Morocco!)
Places on the tour are limited to 38 and I propose to allocate them as follows. I will make contact with those people who have already expressed an interest and they will have first refusal.  Following that, places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.  If you want to go with a teaching colleague or friend, I would therefore suggest that you submit your application together.  In the first instance places will only be allocated to geography teachers.  However, if all the places are not taken, the remainder may be allocated to spouses, friends and partners of participants on the understanding that there is no guarantee of twin or double rooms.

If you wish to book a place on the tour, you should return the attached booking form to me with a deposit of £200 (cheques payable to SAGT) by 30th January at the very latest.  Once your place has been confirmed by me, a second deposit of £100 will be required in late March with the balance payable in January 2011.  It is important that you understand that once you have accepted a place, you will be liable to pay the full amount (or find a substitute) if you subsequently change your mind.  This is because the tour has been costed for 38 participants.  Any reduction in numbers would incur extra costs for the group.

Val Vannet

Vice President SAGT 

‘Greycroft’

10 Ellieslea Road

West Ferry

DUNDEE



Tel 01382 737826      mob 07747030468

DD5 1JH                                              email  valvannet@greycroft10.freeserve.co.uk 

SAGT Fieldtrip and Familiarisation Visit to Morocco April 2011
I wish to book a place on the proposed SAGT Morocco Tour in April 2011 and enclose a cheque for £200.  I have read and understood the accompanying document outlining the itinerary and payment schedule.

Name     _____________________________________       (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms)

Address ______________________________________
            ______________________________________
            ______________________________________

 _______________________________________
Tel         ______________________________

email     ________________________________________________________ 
              (please provide an email address which you check regularly and ensure it is legible!)

School   _________________________________________

If places are available and you wish to be accompanied by a spouse, partner or friend, please give their name below and include a second cheque for £200. If they are allocated a place, you will be responsible for communicating all further tour information to them. If they are not allocated a place, their cheque will be returned to you.

Name   ___________________________________  (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms)

Return this form with a cheque for £200 payable to SAGT  to :

Mrs Val Vannet

Vice President SAGT

‘Greycroft’

10 Ellieslea Road

West Ferry

DUNDEE

DD5 1JH

It must arrive no later than Saturday  30th January

